TO ANSWER THE 


ARGUMENTS 


Moved to promote carrying on Separation 
from the True ASSOCIATE SYNOD. 


TOGETHER WIr n 


Plain REASONS given, why the Separate 
Brethren, which 5 met in Mr. Gr B'S 
Houſe, April 10. 1747. cannot be ſubmit- 
ted unto as the Lawful ASSOCIATE 
SrNoD. 
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140% will) ſhew mine Opinion. 


Ifa. xxix. 13. And their Fear towards me is taught by the 


Precept o Men. 


Hoſ. v. 11. Ephraim is 5 pre eſſed. and broken in Judgment 
becauſe he I walked . the Commandment. 
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Short ESSAY to anſwer the ARGU- 
MENTS Moved to promote carrying on 
Separation from the True Ass oclATE 
SYNOD . . 


His is a Day wherein the Lord in Righ- 
cate Yo" is covering the Daughter 
of Zion with a Cloud, and not regard- 

Ing his Footſtool inthe Day of his Anger : 'That 

| $cripture is fulfilling, Le here, and lo there is 

&r1/t ; So if it were poſſible the very Elect 
Pould be deceived : Yea ſuch are our Confu- 
Jons, that many of the Lord's Children are 
Ike one that is bereft of his Senſes with Blows, 
A Cup of Aſtoniſhment is put into our Hands, 
we are made drunken, but not with Wine, to 

Fagger, but not thro ſtrong Drink, while that 

the Lord is thus breaking us in Judgment, yea 

gnd confounding the Language both of People 

Ind Paſtors, ſo that our Watchmen cannot lift 

up the Voice together, We are indeed of ſo 

weak a Judgment to underſtand the preſent 

Difference that hath happened among the Ser- 

Fants of Jeſus, we have Reaſon to ſay, that 

ve have not the Underſtanding of Men,; yea 

mat which is hard, we have our Fathers and 

Petters to contend with, God ſees it fit (it ap- 

Fears) to call us to contend with Horſes, we 

Dave no Pleaſure in this. God is Wunels, all 

We have done hitherto, hath Been to plead 

for Peace and Unity; but we are obliged to 

ay, that when we ſpeak for Peace, they are 
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Teen for War. But it appears to us, that they t 


— the ſeparating Basthren, are not ſeeking off a 
Union, but Dominion over their Brethren, be. n. 
cauſe no Peace but upon Terms that ſet up 
one Side and overthrows the other. 'The ſcrip- 
tural Method, is to confeſs our Faults one to 2. 
nother, and to forgive one another; but the 
Caſe is ſo at preſent, that the one Part has noe 
Faults, but all are laid upon the Back of the 
other: But there is certainly Ground to turn 8 
the Edge of Complaint againſt ourſelves ; if, 
Men were more at home, they would be leſs] 
' abroad. We had no Deſign to have troubled @ 1 
the World with any ſuch Thing, were it not 
that we are called to do that for which we 
have no Light from Scripture nor Conſcience ; il 
namely, to forbear hearing of theſe Miniſters | 
of the Goſpel, yea, to eſteem them as excom- 
municate Perſons and Apoſtates from the whole 
of the Teſtimony of Jeſus, c. and on the Mt 
other Hand to approve of, and homolagate all 
the Procedures of a proteſting Party: Theſe Br 
are the Terms, or then we muſt be excom- Ju 
municate. But we wiſh the Lord may keep 91 
us from denying any Point of Truth, or yet to t 
ſeparate what God hath not ſeparate, for fear} 
of being caſt out of the Synagogue. All we aim n 
at is the Glory of God, the ſtrengthening out in 
| Brethren, according to that Text, Lule xxii. 
32. not flattering ourſelves that we are to re · 
claim theſe upon whom that new and unlaw- 
ful Conſtitution is ſo far overſpread; neither 
do we expect that this is to meet with any bet * 
ter Treatment, than others that are more able 
to handle the Point; it's not to the Popes 1 
| 1 0 


evillith anſwer ill with them: But the Oecaſion 
nee all our Diſorders, is a religious Clauſe in 
e Burgeſs-Oaths, wherein the Swearer enga- 
Ich to maintain the True Religion preſently 
ip- Nofeſſed within the Realm of Scotland, re- 
Puncing Popery : Now, how this doth ho- 
Wolagate all the Corruptions of the Eſtabliſh- | 
Went ſince the Revolution, we cannot perceive, 
he ce that Supremacy and Patronage, alſo the 
Juperiority of Officers in the Church are ſo 
if fear a-Kin to Popery, that the Swearer cannot, 
faithful to his Oath , homolagate any of them, 
yet any Thing that ſmells of —_— or 
et that a maintaining of the National Profeſ- 
on ſeparate from their Practices, and a Re- 
e; Youncing of Popery, doth affect the whole 
A the Teſtimony, we cannot perceive, for 
uch a Teſtimony as condemns the National 
Frofeſſion and adopts Popery, is yet to be fra- 
ned; known to us there is none ſuch in be- 
Ing in our Land. But whatever be the Defi- 
ſc Witions put upon this Oath, this only we are 
m- ure of, that it never was any Part ofthe Church 
ep of Scotland's Teſtimony ; never a Word againſt 
It in all the Teſtimonies of the Martyrs, nei- 
ar ther from Priſon nor Scaffold, altho? it might 
im have been done then upon better Footing than 
Mow, ſeeing Prelacy was then both profeſſed 
And authorized by Law, Neither can it be e- 
Fvinced, that ever it was made any Ground of 
Peceſſion by the Aſſociate Presbytery : We ap- 
peal to the Teſtimony emitted by them Anno 
$1734. wherein the Grounds of their Seceſſion. 
vere laid down. 'Then, if theſe Things were 


fol duely conſidered, we think that it would ak. 


appear to every unprejudiced Perſon, to bi 
| — which 9 before was Matter of 
Teſtimony in Scotland nor any where elſe, 
The following Arguments and Reaſons, we 
hope that no Fearer of God's Name will dray 


that we cannot know our Errors. May the 
Lord cleanſe us from ſecret Faults, and keep 
us back from all preſumptuous Sins. 4 
We the praying Society at Belſiſes, to all Sol 
cieties of this Kind. We who are leſs than the 
leaſt of all Saints, and it is by the Grace of i 
God that we are what we are. : 'S 
Now, in order that we may vindicate our · . 
ſelves from Calumnies that may be caſt on us . 
in this Day, wherein a Man is made an Offen · 
der fora Word, and there be many that watch 
for Iniquity. Then, in order that we may Fj 
give a Reaſon of the Hope that is in us, we ſhall "3 
firſt Endeavour to anſwer ſome of the moſt con- n 
ſiderable Arguments for Separation, moved ta 
us by our ſeparate Brethren. (2dly,) We give 
ſome Reaſons why we cannot homolagate that, 
nor ſay Amen to the Procedures and Cenſures | 
of the pretended Synod. Next, We ſhall give i 
a ſhort hint of ſome Head of our Profeſſion, i 


and ſo leave it to the World, to judge whether 
or not we are juſtly branded with the Charac- 


The f 


ters of Apoſtates ſrom Chriſt. 
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The fr/? Ae we heard, was the Am- 
ity of the Expreſſions, The True Religion, 
As it is not good to ſwear ambiguouſly, 
auf it does not appear ſafe, to make a doubtful 
forfMatcer, a Term of Communion and Ground 
ing Separation; abſtractly taken, it ſeems to us 
edi be but a ſlender Ground for Separation, that 
hatWro' Grace may not be made a Ground of Suf- 
im · ring, and to ſufferin Reſiſtance of that which 
uleſ to be doubted ; but it is the very Truth of 
theWhriſt to us appears not to be ſafe, for we 
ep ant a clear ſcriptural Precept, a Thus ſaith the 
Ford. for our Ground of Separation, and no Mat- 
rs of doubtful Diſputatien, Rom. xiv. 1. Him 
e pat is weak in the Faith receive you, but not 
of j doubtful Diſputations. i Tim. vi. 4. He is 
S$roud, knowing nothing, but doting about Oue- 
ur. ions and Strifes of Words, 3 com- 
us h Envy, Strife, &c. 2 Tim. iii. 14. But con- 
N; nue thou in the Things which thou haſt learn. 
N, and haſt been aſſured of, &c. Chap. ii. 14. 
Ebarging them before the Lord, that they ſtrive 
all "Rot about Words to no Profit, but to the ſubvyert- 
n- ing of the Hearers. Tit. i. 14. Not giving 
eed to Fewiſh Fables, and Commandments of 
Men, that turn from the Truth, &c. 


it, The 2d Argument made uſe of by them, is, 
es MT hat it is a blending of civil and eccleſiaſtical 
e Matters together. We approve not putting aſun- 
1, Mer what God hath joined together, nor yet of 


mixing what he hath ſeparated : But how this 

Pill directly reach that of blending civil and 

eccleſiaſtical Things, we do not ſo clearly ſee; 

therefore allow us to alk the Difference betwixt 

religious Clauſe in a civil Oath, and a * 
| * 


en Qs in religious Os; and i uf 
is none, and yet this a blending of them tog 
_ ther, then our Covenants muſt be a blendy 
of them, and refuſed upon the ſame Groulli 
It will readily be objected, that at that Tin 
Fe both civil and eccleſiaſtical were joined ini 
6 Matter, and ſo no blending of them togethi 
Then, if it be a Duty for me as a Chriſii 
to ſwear them together, when the civil Wi 
giſtrate and I do ſee Eye to Eye in the Mi 
ters of Religion; Will it become a blending 
them, when that the Magiſtrate fails from ſweWh 
ing his Part, or falls ſhort of his Duty in ſwear 
to the Performance of the firſt Table of i 
Law; Will it therefore be a Sin in me to ſwear 
the Performance of the fifth Command? Or 
lawfully called to {wear to the ſecond Tab 
of the Law; Will it be a Sin for me at the ſan 
Time, to {wear to the firſt Table of the Law 
called thereunto? If this be a blending of the 
let the oppoſite make it plain and we ſhall co 
_ ply; for we hold, that to place both ſacred aff 
civil Offices in the Perſon of any one Man 
Earth, for the Magiſtrate, to claim or ex 
elſe the Power of the Keys, or the Miniſtry 
claim or exerciſe the Sword, that 1s a blendi 
of them together which God hath ſeparat# 
2 Chron. xix. 11. Andbehold, Amariah the cl 
Prieſt is over you, in all Matters of the Lori 
and Zebadiah the Son of Iſhmael, the Ruler 
i the Houſe of Fudah, for all the Kings Matte 
1 The Things of God, and the Things of Ceſar 
are different Things, and ſo to be kept ſepara 
but for a Chriſtian to ſwear Subjection to be 
Tables of the Law, and that at one, and i 
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89 rae to us appears not to be a blending. 
1 toll. cm together, Hal. cxix. 106. where Da- 
ſwears to the Performance of all God's Sta- 


roull-: . he then certainly ſwore to both Tables 


T ne Law, otherwiſe he ſhould have halved 
in d's Statutes ; for he that pretends to keep 
eth firſt Table of the Law to the Diſhonour of 
rue ſecond, is dealing e with God; 
| Mea it is the Judgment of the Harlot whom 


> M od cannot endure. 2 
ing The 3d Argument made uſe of by the ſepa- 
weſfting Brethren, is, That all Oaths ought to be 


carifWken in the Mind and Meaning of the Legiſla- 
of ir, and not in the plain and common Senſe of the 


ea ords : We grant that if the Words be the Mind 


Or the Impoſer, then the Impoſed is to ſwear 
Tae ſame without mental 3 or Equi- 
ſan dcation from the common Senſe of the Words; 
aw ut if that the Impoſer have any mental Reſer- 
theſſhation unexpreſſed, or yet different from the 
common Senſe of the Words, then it cannot be 


d a hargeable on the Swearer, for we think both 


an mpoſer and Impoſed are bound to the plain 
ex ommon Senſe of the Words, without which 
Where is no preventing Equivocation. But let 
as fee what God's Word faith to the Matter; 


ow unto the Lord, or ſwear an Oath to bind 
bis Hul; be ſhall not break bis Word, he ſhall 
do according to all that proceedeth out of his 
outh, So from this Place 'tis plain to us, 
ſal hat an Oath is to be taken 1 to the 
ra common Senſe the Words bear, and neither his 
bo 3 nor another Man's Meaning; to the ſame 
| tl 
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nd firſt ſee Numb. xxx. 2. If a Man vow & 


Curpole ſee Deut. xxili. 33, 23. Foſpus ix. 20. 
27 725 75.7 This 


2 LE Es * * ; n 


KY . 8 
* : 8. 
- 

d .* 
1 


* % 
f 


* * 
. 


9 - 
of . 
- 
1 
« 


a * 
"4. 
— 


- 


_ wy N 


5 This . — e i Joy * 

Jeſt Wrath be upon us. Ver. 21. And t| 
Princes:/aid unto them, Let them live, as f 
Princes bad promiſed. If this is duely conſide 
eil, it 69th quite overthrow the Argument 
for if that Oath, were to be taken in the Min 
antl Meaning of the Impoſer, different frog 
the Senſe and Meaning of the Words, thi 
this Oath could not at all ha ve been binding 0 
the Princes of the Congregation, for they mean 

a People far off, and not ſuch as lived amon 54 
them: * Noibing more clear than this, and yd 
are they bound by their Words, and not hj 
their Meaning ; to tha ſame Purpoſe Judg. x 
35 Rom. vi. 2. Eccl. v. 2. 
ey 1 he 4th Argument is taken from the 1594 
and Nevolutiou- Settlement, both are a 4 
ed as lax and Eraſtian Settlements, and eve g 
abſtractly conſidered, is a ſufficient Ground fa 
Separation. As to the Re volution- Sertlemenff t 
it was never made a Ground of Seceſſion bij 
us. abſtract from other Defections; and it is ev 5 
dent to us, that by many Seceders i it was nel 
ver made a Ground of Seceſſion abſtractly con 
ſidered, but the Defections thereof with De 
; Fetions that have taken Place fince : - All. i 
our Teſtimony call it a happy and glorious kl 
volution, firſt Teſtimony emitted 1734 hiſt 
rical Part thereof; but we cannot ſee wherei | 
the Glory of that lies, which of itſelf ſeparaig 
from hh Ext Grout of Separation 
and all the Approvers thereof worthy of 2 1 
communication; the Omiſſions of it 3 
teſtiſied againſt, but not itſelf abſtractly conſiſ 
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(ny. , 
805 ean be Eraftian fince 5 
clacy are aboliſhed by large- and full Aft | 
Parliament, made at and after the Revolution 
Favoursof the True Religion; and Patronage 
Mi; elf was reſcinded at the Revolution, as is 
4 ident from the 2 3d Act of the 2d Seſſion of 


N > firſt Puilinment! 1690, Fuly 19. Yea all 
o ts that were ever made to the Hurt of the 
ene Religion or declared null, and all Laws 
__ ich were ever made in Favours of it are rati- 
el. And we are not afraid to ſay, that the 
* curity given our Religion, was at the Re- 


lution as good as the Profeſſion made of it 
the firſt and ſecond Periods of Reformation, 
@ regard that it was eſtabliſhed as it was pro- 
9 Wd ; if it was profeſt aright, it was eſtabliſn- 


ta 5 Hari ight; accordingly the Act of Security ſays, 


7 hat the King and Queen's Majeſties with 
| fol 
en! be three Eſtates of Dar liament, reckon it 
i vo heir Duty to —. #4 True Proteſtant Re- 


ligion according to the Truth of God's Word, 
evi as it hath of a long Time been > fea with- 
ne 1 in this Land. 
Del As for the Period 1592, we want to know 
icin it was lax, The Sotemn League and 
REVenant was not then ſworn. But why is 
17 Settlement branded with a Defe& in this, 
lich was a Thing not attainable, as Scotland 
4 England were than under two indepen- 
i Kings Did not the Aﬀembly 1630 ap» 
NN Poe of and homologate all the Regiſters of 
ably | 
ee 


at Period, 2 the ſame to be made 
ith of in Judgment in all Time coming? 
We in our / Teſtimon 17 +, call that 
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= E the Diſcipline orderly and pure ; (WW 
4 ikewiſc Act Declaration and eſtimony 173) 
Page 12 and 13 it is commended: As alſo Ai 
of the famous Aſſembly 1638, proving Epiſcic 
| pacy to be abjured by the old Scots Confeſſi 
on. But it hath been alledged to ſome of oe 
Faces, that the Books of Policy or Diſciplin 
were attain'd to in the 2d Period of Reform 
tion, and not in the 1ſt; and fo this is o 
Thing in which it was lax, which ſhews wg 
the groſs Ignorance, the new Light of ſuc 
have is founded upon; for it is clear from tio 
forecited Part of the T eſtimony, that the fi 
Book of Church-Policy, was attain'd unto is 
the Year 1560, and the 2d 1581. But let out 
ſeparating Brethren produce if they can, thi 1 
our Fore-fathers between 1638 and 1649, dil 5 
condemn the former Period as lax and Eraſtiaſ 
And Matters are all wrong when that we a 4 
obliged to appeal to human Acts for Contra 4 
verſies of Faith: We have but ſmall Skill q; 
ſuch Controverſies that God's Word will nof 1 1 
decide. 1; 
A 5th Argument made uſe of by them, is 5 
That all that is ſaid are the Arguments of th 
Eſtabliſhment, and ſo this is thought an unat 
{werable Argument ; : but to us it is ſtrange Pra | 
judice, that Schiſm, Deviſion, Biggotry, Ze: 
— Faith was by them falſly applied i 
Will it therefore follow that theſe Thing 
4 — no more to be ſpoken againſt ? Shall Pro 
Phanation of the Sabbath, Gluttony, Excel 


of Wine, Confederacy with e and pes 


Vn of Nane Wd no more _— I 
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fol eauſe falſly applied to our Lord? Mayne © Fl 
; an henceforth be accounted the Troubeckxk 


712188 7/-ael, becauſe that the Prophet Elſab was.” 
ay accuſed thereof? Or, may no Man be 


iſciMcuſed a peſlilent Fellow, becauſe Paul and 
fell hers were branded therewith, or, becauſe 
oe judge that Peace and Unity were pled for 


lin y them? Muſt Peace and Unity be no more 
m led for, becauſe they did plead for them at the 
onE:xpence of Truth? Or, becauſe that the Law 


's ith been unjuſtly executed againſt an inno- 
ſue ent Perſon, Shall the Law be no more exe- 
 thiWuted againſt none however guity ? 

fills The 6th Argument, of rather Calumny 
o i, That we have apoſtatized from the whole 
of the Teſtimony of Jeſus; which if true, we 


9 
; 7 
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thi 

f hriſtendom, for Rome itſelf hath not done 
ialhis, they fill retain a Part. But we muſt be 
ai llowed to aſk our Brethren and fellow Profeſ- 
tu ors, whether or not they did eſpouſe the ne- 
Meſſary Teſtimony of the Aſſociate Presbytery as 
na Alvine, or yet the Compoſers to be infallible, 
5 nd eſpouſed a Teſtimony without Eſcape or 
is8F law, or a Teſtimony wherein there could be 


thin Miſtake, if they ſay fo, we need ſay but 
alittle; for then they ſhall expoſe themſelves 
oa before all impartial and knowing Men; as for 


us, we rather chooſe to ſay with our excellent 
Confeſſion of Faith, that all Synods and Coun- 


ral or particular, may err, and many haveerred, 
ay, 31. Sect, 4. But further, we do view 

our Leſtimony as conſiſting of two Parts: The 
ons Part aſſerting and maintaining many * 5 
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en behoved to be the worſt Set of Men in 


cils ſince the Apoſtles Times, whether gene- 
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Kit Tracke and Poin's of Doffrins, ber 
the contrary Errors are condemned, for whic 
we do look upon ourſelves bound and obligei 
in Duty to contend in our Sphere and Station 
it being the Faith once delivered to the Saint 

- But 2dly, There is an hiſtorical Part contain 
ing an Account of the ſeveral Steps of Refotf 
mation and Deformation which we could ne 
ver eſpouſe: But as the fallible Accounts offi 
Men which they never [aid themſelves, but on 
ly as Hiſtory did inform and as far as they ate 5 | 
acquaint with the Parliament Acts, which wel 
only think at beſt can be but the Faith deliver: 
ed by the Saints: Well, if the Aﬀociate Synod 
ſhall deny, or yet allow the Denial of any off 
the former; then we ſhall think ourſelves o- 
bliged to teſtify againſt them, but if of the 
leiter, then it muſt either be reſiſted or compli- 
ed with, as they either evince or not evince 
from known and apptoven Hiſtories, and the 
Procedures of approven Aſſemblies and Acts 
of Parliament about civil Ratifications. Ano; 
ther Hinge on which they turn much, is, that 4 4 
Matters of Fact needs no Probation; but without 
Probation we cannot ſee how any Thing will 
be evidenced to be Matter of Fact. But ſup- 
poſe that no ſcriptural Proof ſhould be ſought 
to prove that two Votes paſſed in the Aſſociate 
Synod. iſt, Whether or not the Matter about 
the Deciſion at Edinburgh 1746, ſhould be a 
Term of Communion, now, or in Time to come, 
or if it ſhould be delayed till next Synod, and 
be referred by way of Overture to Presbyteies 1 
and Kick Seſſions duting which Time they 
ſhould continue in Prayer and Fellowſhip tog I 
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ey „that thro* the Lord's P ty they might come ; 


iel ee Eye to Eye in this Matter; npw for 
zelle we ſeek no Scripture. proof, nor 7. Proof 
on any Sort, becauſe confeſſed by the Reverend 


for. | pyerted Scripture, to prove that the Tranſmiſ- 
nen of a Vote by way of Overture from the 


e gher Judicatoties of the Church to the low- 


on in 4 Matter of a Novation hath ſuch. inhe- 
are at evil in it, as to inflit the higher Cenſure 
wel the Church upon them, and to render a 
er hurch of Chriſt a Synagogue of Satan, or ren- 
oder a well. conſtitute Judicatory, to be no Ju- 
of catory, eſpecially when that the Reference 
not for Determination, but for Conſultation, 
he er is any ſuppoſed Tranſgreſſion which God's 
Fl '% ord does not clearly determine, a ſufficient 
ce Neaſon to account of Chriſt's Miniſters and Peo- 


ne el, as heathen Men and Publicans : Alas for it! 


+; Watters are come to a low Ebb with us, when 
oat we can have no other Foundation to build 
ar Pur Faitth upon, from our ſeparate Brethren 
a + ſuch a weighty Matter, than to tell us, that 
f Fact, and ſo conſequently declaring the Foun- 

lation of their Proceedings uncapable of Scrip- 


rom clear Texts of Seripture, that it is law ful to 
nflict the higher Cenſure of the Church upon 
ny Miniſterof Jeſus, while not ſo much as charg- 
vichError in Doctrine, nor Immorality in Prac- 
2 q Ice; for in all their pretended Libel, the Aſſo- 
y Fe Synod is not ſo much as charged with either 
chem: But ſuppols ihem to he Jibelled and 
8 3 | 


ut lociate Synod. But ſtill we want elear Proof 
nm God's Word, and that of clear and uncon- 


bis is not Matter of Fact, and that is not Matter 


ure Proof, Inthe 3d Place, we demand it proven | 


charged, 
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Error in D 


Schiſmatick Party, who hath ſeparate then 


| bation; for we think that this is not the Rul 


Kc. But we cannot ſtay for want of Time, t 


taken, for no Wind is le 


ſtitution or the true Aſſociate Synod, and de 8 
hold, that our Teſtimony is a Teſtimony 
gainſt the Corruptions of fy 


2 . . [> 16 3 „ 15 
charged, yet 10 50 Law could it be in Fore 
until once proven; neither could it be a My 
ter of Fact that they were guilty but by Pty 
bation. . er will be objected, not fq 

>Ctrine, nor Immorality in Pra&tice 
but for Contumacy. Ans W. We do not ſe , 
how a Court can be juſtly chargeable with Ca 
tumacy, for refuſing to anſwer the Citations of 
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ſelves from the Court, ſeeing that it cannot biW# 
proven that they are guilty of Errors in Doi 
trine, nor Immorality in Practice: So likewi| 
it remains to be proven, that the Reverent A 
ſociate Synod are diſorderly Walkers. B 
ſuch a wiſe Jury hath our Brethren been, th 
they have executed the Pannel, truſting th 
Evidence will be found to prove the Gu 
after Execution. But to the Argument, wh 
ther or not a Matter of Fact needs any Pi 


directed to by Chriſt, Luke x. 26. What Wb 
written inthe Law © How readeſt thou? To) 
v. 29. Search the Scripture, &c. 2 Pet. 
19. We have alſo a more ſure Word of Prophii 

cy, to which ye do well that ye take heed, I 
viii. 20. To the Law, and to the Teſtimoaii 


follow out all N e n Turnings that! 

| ft unfailed to vindicat 
that unprecedented Procedure : But to the be 
of our Judgment, the Controverſy doth ſtani 
or turn upon two Hinges, viz. he old Col 


b 
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udicatories and De 
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p. Wd Government of the Church of und. 

t ft 8 cilled by che Nume if 
ice ſing ug Synod, 5 hold, that it is — | 
ſe 4*T<ttimony" againſt” the 'Corruptivns 

* ne Tab and Deſections of this Narional 


wreh;i but 4 2 Tedim agaimſt the Conſti- 
zen tion and — —.— 
che National Church-. 5 B73 % 0 7 2 
The — — 'is; That he Synod is 
11 t homologa the three Periods of:Re- 
mation, "ey ying agiiaſ) Omiſſions and De- 
tions that may be in either of:thein, - The 
roteſting Brethten dotli condemu both iſt and 
. n and Eraſtinn Periods ; and ſor ho- 
zul ologating theſe tog to the overthrowing of 
Ne 1 and 3d, hot only the Omiſſions of them, 
Nut the Settlement itſelf; = that whatever be 
e Side Queſtions" ot proper ones, theſe we 
ke to be the Fountain Head of the Contro- 
Ferſy, the. Burgeſs-Oath as the inflrumental 
Wr oecafional Craſe of their Separation; But 
pj e Judgment of God, to have a ſinleſs and 

et a permiſſive Hand therein, Hoſe V. 11. 
i braim is broken in Judgment; becauſe he 
alle willingly after the Commandmomt. Ver. 
2. 7 berefore vill] be wnto Epbtaim as a 
cu Mor, and to the Honſe | 
' enneſs.. We wiſk thar ir may not be Prieſis 
hearing Rule by their Means,” and People 10. 
hg to have it ſo, Jer. v. 317 Butewe Proceed 
o the next Thing which the Searcher of Hearts 
nous ts not pleaſing to us, namely, 10 tet 
n an ul 
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good Service. And now in order that we mi 


hall endeavour to be ſhort in the Reaſons a 4 
to do it explicite 


(when that they have framed it ſo) again 


the preſent Controverſy, we have an ende 
Affection, and for whom we deſire to ſay wii 
David in another Caſe, we are diſtreſſed (iliſ* 
them our Brethren, very lovely and pleaſu 
have they been to us; but yet ſeeing they ha 
raiſed a Hue and Cry againſt us, and have e 

eavoured to make us odious to the World| 
and to drive us out from among Men, andi 
caſt us out of the Synagogue, and to perſecuf 
all witk the Tongue, that cannot ſay Am 
to their unprecedented Procedures. So th 
that the Truth may ſtill appear to be the Tru 
God's Name may have the Glory, and i 
Falſehood appear to the unprejudiced Worſi 
Ads xxiv. 13. Neither can they prove th 
Things whereof they now accuſe us. Mail 
v. 11. Bleſſed are ye when Men do ſepara 
you from their Company, and perſecute yl 
and ſhall ſay all Manner of evil againſt wit 
falſiy for my Name Sake. John xvi. 2. It 
that killeth you, ſhall think that he doth 


give a Reaſon of the Hope that is in us, wii 


1 . 
| Reason 1}, Becauſe this is not the Syno* 
to which we acceded; for the Synod to whi 


we made Acceſſion, was a Synod bearing Wi 


neſs and Teſtimony againſt the Corruptions( 
Judicatories, and the Defections of this Churc! 
but this pretended Synod bearing a Teſtimony 


* 


the Conſtitution, fundamental Laws and Profe p 
Lon ; and if that we ſhould lift up a Teſtumon 


agal 


n 
inst the National RIPE ſeparately from 
"Weir Practice, we cannot help thinking that 


Wc ſhould be guilty of lifting up à Teſtimony 
it the Scriprarcs of the Old and New 


a eftamem. The Weſtminſter Confeſſion of 
, MF aith, the Form of Presbyterian Government, 
vi, the Government of the Church by Sel- 
Wons, Presbyteries, Provincial and National 
ſemblies, the Members thereof Miniſters and 
Eiders. And ſeeing that it is undeniable that 
of them is both profeſſed and like wife au- 
u orized by Law, for take away the National 
rofeſſion, We are affraid that the Profeſſion of 
eceders would be but ſmall, for we have one 
orm of Government, one Confeſſion of Faith 
ad Catechiſms Larger and Shorter. OBI ECT. 
here is no Difference between the Conſtituti- 
of a Church and a Church conſtitute in her 
, Mudicatories. Axs w. Was there no Difference 
erween the Conſtitution of the Jewiſh Church 
elivered by God himſelf in his Law, and 
e corrupt Judicatories that oftentimes was 
abliſhed by the then Powers ? 1s there no 
Wifference between the Law and the Admini- 
ration of the Law, ſurely the former may 

2 =. and the latter very corrupt, 
hd REASON 2d, Becauſe this is not that Power 
ven by Chriſt, but an aſſumed Power; for the 
over given, is to teach to obſerve all Things 
dmmanded by Chrift, Matth. xxviii. 20. but 
non is is a Power threatning to, yea, and actual - 
an <xcommunicating all that will not give O- 
roſeledience, nor receive for Terms of Communion, 
non hat they cannot make good was ever com- 
ga anded by Chriſf, 05, hat given Power is 
= 2 (« 


of 
; Wh 


will. not ſtrive about Words to the ſubyertiy 


taken Power is only for ſtriving about Worlf 
ty Gad doth humble himſelf to reaſon wi 


may well come down from their Honours, the 
Humours, their Prejudices and Pride to ca 


Law and the Teſtimony, they do blend Pr 


the Matter, Rom. i. 22, Profeſſing ibemſeln 


: © #p 4 Rt 
to ediſy, 2 Cor. x. 8. but this taken Power ig 
to deſtroy, to deſtroy the Power of Noneliquiq 
and. the Priority of Presbytery. The give 
Power is. with Meeknels to inſtruct thoſe thy 
oppoſe themſelves, 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. but thi 
taken Power will not ſo much as conver 
with theſe whom they look upon as Oppoſenſfi 
but only proceed with Rigour, and the fi 
Medicine is ta cut off. Next, the given Powd 


of che Hearers, but will avoid fooliſh Quel 
ons and. endleſs Genealogies, c. but th 


and perverſe Diſputings, to the Confuſion 
the Flock, and the renting and ſcattering th 
Body of Chriſt, We are ſure that the Almig 


Men, Iſa. i. 18. Then ſecing it is ſo with hiff 
to whom it is a humbling to behold the Think 
that are in Heaven, we think then that M 


verſe with their Brethren, for while this is do 
we cannot juſtly ſay that they have uſed : 
ordinary and law ful Means for their Rec 


very. = 
2 3 2d, Becauſe-that contrary to th 


ſeſſion and Practice together; We indeed gra 
that Practice and Profeſſion ought to corre 
pond one with anpther, otherways Hypocr 
takes Place in the Caſe, But that there ei 
be no Difference, woful Experience doth wi 
neſs the contrary ; let God's Word decid 


( /21++) 


1 


oo be wife; fey herowe "Fools . Se likewiſe 


er. | 
ndWompare, Numb. xxii. 18. And Balaam an; 


vered and ſaid unt the Servants of balak, H 
Wok would give me bis Houſe full of Silver 
nd Gold, 1 cannot go beyond the Word of 
ere Lord my God, to do leſs or more. 2 Het. ii. 
(en 4, 15. Fer. vii. 4. Pſal. Ixxviii. 36, 37. 
fu The Apolile tells us that they did profeſs to 
we now God, but in Works they did deny him; 
Hut to cite Texts to this Purpoſe, would be to 
Fepeat a great Part of Scripture. OBI Er. 
When that Men do endeavour to defend their 
orW{Corruptions, then it becomes their Profeſſion, 
\nsw. While that they are not convinced 
that they are Corruptions, then they cannot be 
expected but to defend them. But tell us, was 
ies Abrabam's and 1ſaac's Profeſſion becauſe 
they endeavoured to excuſe themſelves? zaly, 
Was Murder a Spoil by way of Robbery He- 
en and Levi's Profeſſion becauſe they did de- 
fend it? 3dly, Was rendering evil for evil Sam- 
n' v rofeſſion; or the marrying of uncircum- 
eiſed Wives the Hebrews Profeſſion becauſe 
that he did plead for it? Next, we aſk, whether 
the acknowledging and waiting for the Meß 
ſias to come, or the perſecuting of him when 
come, which of them was their Profeſſion, 7g 
wit, the Fews, Many Texts might be cited 
to overthrow ſuch Objections, but theſe a few 
of many, lee and compare 1 Kings ,XX11. g. 
with 2 Kings iii. 7. 2 Chron. xx. 27. And 
ſee whether heſ ing the Ungodly and loving 
with the Haters of the Lord was 7eboſhaphet's Pio- 
ci feſſion. E53 | 
Reason 4th, Becauſe that they do hold 
themſclves 


26 
chemſelves to beoblelge Fodges ; of all Cont 
verſies of Faith and Caſes of Conſcience, fo thai” 
av Man may have any Judgment in ay, Mx, 
ay fo 


ter of Doctrine, and thereby paves a 
the Popith Doctrine of impl dente Faith; and nll... 
order to — this Arbitrary Power they do re 
fuſe Elders to be Judges o ee contrary 
to the Qrder of — ery: We never heard t 
diſputed againſt, but by the Prelatick Party wht 
denies the very Being of ſuch an Officer in the. 
Church. The famous Aſſembly 1638 did nullify 
the pretended Aſſembly of Perth and others fort, 
want of Elders. 2d!y, The London Divines nh; 
theirPreface to the Divine Rightof Presbytery, 
doth give it as the very Reaſon why the Presby ll, 
terian Government cannot be Arbitrary nor Pre 8 
latick, becauſe in all Aſſemblies they are com 
poſed of an equal Number of ruling Elders df 
equal Vote; fo Mr. George Gilleſpie*s Aaron C 
Rod Bloſoming may be ſeen, and alſo the Word It 
of God, Deut. xvii. g. 2 Chron. xix, 8. Now, 7 
how our Brethren will confine the Controver- 1 
ſies of the Lord merely to Matters of Govern 
ment, we cannot underſtand, for what is to be 
handled in conſtitute Judicatories, but Matters 
of Faith and Conſcience, and ſure all Mat- 
ters of Faith and Conſcience ought to be taught 
Doctrinally, ſee As xv. 23. There is in- 
deed an Elpeciality put darwin him that la 
| ours in Word — Doctrine, but not he that 
judgeth in Doctrine, or of Doctrine; God 
Hath promiſed the Spirit of Judgment to ſuch 
as ſit in Judgment, but how they will confine 5 
it to Miniſters we do not ſee. 


Rrasonf 


dunded upon Blood, upon the Blood of theix 
Prethren's Offices and ChargRers; Have they 

it torn their good Names and endeavoured = 
make them odious to the World? So it is 
nlawfully called and founded upon the Rup- 
eure of a Court of Chriſt: Therefore there is 2 
vo pronounced againſt ſuch who build up Zi- 
with Blood, Micab iu. 10. | 
REASsOR 6th, Becauſe they make a total 
"Weparation from that which by themſelves is 

'Y — to be a Part of Chriſt's myſtical 
"{Wody : Well then ſince that they become a 
iſtin& Church, either Chriſt muſt have two 
yſtical Bodies, or elſe they no Part of that 
ody, for it is more than plain that the Aſſoci- 
We Synod never made a total Separation from 
* me National Church, for which we appeal to 
ghe Anſwer to the Aſſemblies Libel and Mr. 
0 8 _ Erſtine's Explanation of the Teſtimony 

pf Mr. Thomas Mair's, and adhered to by Mr. 

* 1 Mair, for Chriſt allows no Separation, viz. to- 
era, from any Part of his myſtical Body, but 
rom Babylon; ſee Durham on Rev. it. 24- 

Thap. xvii. 4. | 

REasoN 7th, Becauſe that they do con- 
lemn the 1/? and 3d Periods of Reformation 
is lax and Eraſtian, and not only the Ommiſ- 
ions of the Revolution, but the Settlement 1t- 
elf: This is very ſtrange that the Evils of a 
| — Thing cannot be teſtified againſt, and yet the 
ch hing itſelf not be aboliſned. Experience may 
e teſtify the contrary in the Caſe of diſorderly 
ne EMarriages, whom both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical 
Law doth puniſh, but yet the Marriage doth 
ſtand, 


A ep 


k$ 
Id * 


- for homologating the Evils of the Re volutle 


Government by Seſſions, 


Law. As w. The ſame that is contain'd in i 


"Oba : = _ 487 dens i \' 1 . | FP 4 | | 
find,” and ther Children acknowledged to | 
fawful in the Eye of the Law: We ate t 


Settlement, yet cannot make it à Ground 
Separation. abſtractly conſidered ; ſor ſince th 
Prelacy and Supremacy is done away, 
cannot be Eraſtian, ſeeing that the Presby 
rian Government and Fw war to wit, Qt 

esbyteries, Pi 
vincial and National Aſſemblies is authorize 
by Law, as the only Government of Chriff 
Houſe within this Kingdom and to remairty 
alterable to all Generations. If it be aſked wh 
Sort of Presbytery it is that is eſlabliſhed 1 


Weſtminſter Conſeſſion of Faith, all which at 
more than is here quoted; fee not only the Ret 
ation Acts of Parliament, Act ratif ying the Ce 
feſſion of Faith, but alſo the Union Acts of h 
Majeſty Queen Aun, Act ſecuring the Pre 
byterian Church Government. But it is 0 
jected that Tyrannical Acts of Charles 2d a 
James the Jth is not reſcinded, but oftly, 
general, and ſo not done at all. It's ſtranget 
us that nothing can be done nor undone ing 
neral but What is particularly expreſſed; there 
fore we pray that our Brethren would com 
with us to the Barr of God's Word with it 
Exod. xx. from 3, to 18. and is not the ſeconl 
Coinmand given in general Terms, the Like 
neſs of any Thing, and likewiſe the 3d f 
Blafphemy particulariſed, but all forbidden 
general; fo in the 57h Command Honour is com 
manded inclufively ; in the t Commandwenl 
if our Brethren's Method do hold, no Uncleat 


TC OO e 
eſs'is forbidden but Adultery; to the ſame 
Purpoſe we may covet obr Neighbour's Cows, 

ore and Sheep; and yet not be guilty of the 
d-each of the 10th Command, for none of them 
re forbidden in it: To repeat Texts to over- 
hrow theſe and the like Objections, would 
e to repeat almoſt the whole Promiſes and 
Threatnings in the Bible, for the Seripture 
clear in this, and ſeeing it is ſo contrary to it, 
ye can neither receive it nor bid it God ſpeed. 
Again, we would aſk our Brethren and Fathers, 
uch of them as were ordained in the Eſtabliſh- 
ent, how they will do with their Ordination 
ows, for then they were both licenced and 
prdain'd in, and according to the Revolution- 
dettlement, and when caſt out of their Kirks, 
leclared that they were ſtanding upon the ſame 
ooting on which they were ordained ; But 
t · ſeems ſomewhat likely that they are onl 
ingry becauſc that it was not Eraſtian, for it 
delongs not to Magiſtracy as Magiſtracy to 
ullify or reſcind any 'Thing, not only be- 
auſe 1t 1s contrary tothe Word of God, but 
decauſe contrary tothe Peace and Welfare of the 
ommon- wealth; neither doth it belong to 
hem to approve of, or ratify any Thing be- 
auſe agreeable to God's Word, but as agree- 
able to the ſame as hurtful to the Peace and 
ommon wealth, Ezra vii. 13, to 27. to e- 
ſtabliſn according to the Law of the God of 
Heaven, and Artaxerxes to add his civil Sanc- 
ion; the Magiſtrate affording the Church ex- 
iemal Helps in Matters of Religion, unleſs ' 
In a broken and corrupt State of the Church 


AMES. x SR 
which certainly wes the Caſe of tlie Revolu 
tion 2 . b. e 


REAs0 1.875, Becauſe they do ſtem or ar 
beſt et the Time to be guilty of a Breach of 


the 945 Command, in beating falſe Witneſs 


ag inſt their Brethren, and ſo Are talking and 
acting to the Grief of thoſe whom God hath 
ſmitten, Pſal, Ixix. 26. and by their confining 
God's witnefling People, only to ſuch as do fee 
as they do, are guilty of ſadning the Hearts of 
them whom God hath not made ſad, and fo 
of ſtrengthening the Hands of the Wicked, who 
becauſe they are of that Party, is ready to con- 


celude that all is well wihthem, and to deſpiſe 


all other. | 
REASON 9th, Becauſe they endeavour to 


lord themſelves over our Conſciences, in ſo 


far as that they do bind unſcriptural Terms of 
Communion upon Men, fo that we muſt either 
receive their Sentiments about areligiousClauſe 
in a ciyil Oath as the Rule of our Faith and 
Practice, thoꝰ incapable of Scripture Proof. 
.REzA SON 10th, Becauſe they do make their 
Determinations, a Rule of Faith and Practice, 
and People are obliged to give Obedience to 
any Determination, merely becauſe it is paſt 


and afted in a ſupreme Court; for ſeeing that 


our Brethren do refuſe their Acts to be tried 
and comper'd with the-Scriptures, before that 
they be made the Rule of Faith and Prac · 
tice. by inſetiour Courts, hold ſuch to be 
no- gorges of. Do&rines of Faith and Caſes 
of Conſcience : If this be granted to them, 
then it vill cafily follow; that the commen 
Bart of Believers or the People of God 


bs ese 


8 


man aw „ 


the Necks of People as Rules of Faith b 
it be brought by them to the Ballance of the 


ſuppoſe that this ſbe 


can be 10. . their Ads Walmthe - 
Word of God, and ſo muſt receive tho Aﬀty.of 
Synods and Councils as Rules of Faith; and 
Practice, only becauſe z ſupreme; Qourt hath 
decreed it; but ſure we are that this s;Contrary 
to Presbyterian Doctrine and our Standards, 
Confeſſion of Faith, Chap, Xili. cited before, 
c. and therefore their Determinations art 


not to be made a Rule of Faith and Practice, 


yea it would make Presbyterian Principles the 
very ſame with Papi/ts. in that of Obedience 
to Synods and Councils, and we muſt believe 
as the Church belieyes; but we da teſtify 4- 
gainſt this and all ſuch arbitrary Procedures : 
So in the contrary we hold that the Sentence 
of no Synods nor Councils ſhall be a Rule of 
Faith or Practice to us, until firſt we have 


try d it by God's Word, and then receive it, 


not becauſe they have decreed it, but becauſe 
the Word of God doth enjoin it, neither ſhall 
the Sentence of any Synod, be accountedof by 
us any better than Knots of Straws, unleſs it 
be found agreeable to the ſacred Rule of Righ- 
teouſneſs, the Word of God; for this we lee 
hath a direct Tendency to make way for the 
Popiſh Doctrine of implicite Faith ſince none 
muſt be Judges of Controvetſies of Faith bm. 
Miniſters, and their Acts to be wreathed upe 


Sanctuary. The next Step then will be: How 
can they try i ſeeing that they are not propet 
Judges? Let not Men put out their own Eyes 
uld caſt a Miſt before them. 
De Bates 


AAo 1175, Been: that they. have 
eaſt out of the Church, and delivered unto Sa 
tan the faithful Servants of Jeſus, and declar- 
ed a well conſtitute Court of. Chriſt to be no 
Court, only becauſe they refuſed to bind anti- 

Ccriptural Terms of. Communion upon Mini. 
| Ners and People, and for refuſing to make the 
Decrees of Synods and Councils, the Rule of 
Faith and Practice to inferiour Courts, until 
firſt try' d by them with God's Word. So then 
we teſtify againſt their Conſtitution as unlaw- 
ful, becauſe founded upon the Blood of 2 
-Jawful conſtitute Court of Chriſt ; they have 
filled, and taken Poſſeſſion, 1 Kings xxi. 19. 
Therefore we do teſtify againſt their Proceed- 
ings, becauſe they have curſed thoſe, whom 
we hope it 1s evident that God hath not cur- 
Jed ; they have caſt out Saints, ſaying, Let 
God be glorified. But whither will they flee 
to ſeek a Precedent of this their Procedures ? 
What Part of the Law and Teſtimony, what 
Reformation or what Period, except to the 
Council of Trent? If that they do pretend 


to flee to the Reformation between 1638 to 


1649. Well we are content to come with them 
to the ſame; and firſt, Do we refuſe to abuſe 
the Revolution-Settlement, becauſe that they 
received into Miniſterial Communion ſuch as 
had been Incumbents in the Prelatick Church? 
So did the Aſſembly 1638, they received ſuch 
as ſubſcribed the Scots Confeſhon, and ceaſed 
from practiſing the Prelatick Order and Go- 
vernment; And did not the Aſſembly 1638, 
1639, 1641, decree that no Novation in Doc- 
dine, Diſcipline and Government, Rag be 
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7eflaliow?d to paſs for an Act in the Aﬀembly, 
2 until firſt propoſed by way of Overture to Preſ- 
Ibyteries and Kirk-Seſſions? Was the Revolu- 
tion Aſſembly indicted by the King? So the 
Aſſembly 1638 in their Letter to his Majeſty 
King Charles iſt, did own that they were met 
by his Majeſty's ſpecial Indiction: But we do 
not intend to juſtify the Omiſſions of the Re- 
volution, neither to throw Dirt on the two 
Periods of Reformation; but if every Thing 
v. were racked in that Time as it is done with 

1 the Revolution, it might be pled that in the 
ye Covenants it was ſworn to adopt Patronage with 
9. {this Explication, namely, his Majeſty chooſ- 
d-: ing one of the Liſt of fix, Aſſembly 1642, Act 
m 9th, Seſſ. 3d, intitled, an Act anent Liſts to his 
r- Þ Majeſty and other Patrons to the ſame Aſſembly 
et 1643, Act intitled, the Aſſembly's humble De- 
ee fire to his Majeſty anent Liſts for Preſentations, 
2 where their Deſire is that his Majeſty would ac- 
iat cept of a Liſt of three, Mc. but we only obſerve 
he that our Brethren while that they pretend to 


nd that Period, they do wound it under the fifth 


to Rib. for they have fled from that Period in ge- 
m neral to Aſſembly 1647, from that to the Aſſem- 
ſe | bly 1649. and conſequently, declare all fore- 
ey going Aſſemblies of that Period to be Eraſtian ; 
as for we only do ſee the Aſſembly 1647 explain- 
h? ing that Chapter of the Confeſſion, viz. That 


ch the King's calling Aſſemblies was not to hin- 


ed der the Church to do it herſelf, when need 
ro- required, which we can refer to any unpreju- 
8, | diced Perſon, if that the 1592 Act of Parlia- 
c- || Ment doth not bear the ſame ; But where will 


they find a Precedent for their Cruelty ? Can 
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ey prove it from the two Periode of Refy | 
mation, or yet from any on Earth? We mighſ 
aſk if it was any «ther Form of Governmegſſe, 
that was Eſtabliſhed betwixt 1638 and 164gþ, 
then what we have id the Confeſſion of Faith; 
we: think it was the ſame, yes the ſame Pref; 
terian Government, Diſcipline and Worklic 
— was ſettled by her Majeſty Queen Ann lh. 
Mt ſecuring the True Religion, and ſettlingh, 
Pesbyterian Government: It is reply'd thatfh, 
it is done in Love, jt may be ſo, for it vu 
the Almighty*s Prerogative to know the Intense 
tions of the Heart: But will a good Deſignſhni 
make a bad Action good ? If ſo, it caſts a Re. HT. 
flection on God himſelf in the Caſe of Uz2as, 
for no doubt but he deſigned good to the Ark, 
We can look on all their Pretentions to Inne 
eence in this Matter, to be no better than f 
late's waſhing of his Hands before the Multi 
tude, and crying, that he was clean. 

REASON 1270, Becauſe that they have made 
an unprecedented Separation from the Aſſoci 
ate Synod, who voted to hold Communiaþu 
with no Body, was obliging them to ſee 3 
they ſaw, nor were they denicd the Liberty 
of proteſting, nor were they required to ap 
prove of any Thing that formerly they did 
diſapprove, neither to diſapprove of what they 
had approven, and fo their Separation is Schilm; i 
Jude 1g. Theſe are they who ſeparate them 
ſelves, ſenſual, &c. ſtriving about Words 
io the fubyerting of the Hearers, 2 Tim. i 
14. following the Gommandments of Men, Tu. 
N , 


REzAzON I 3*h, Becauſe they de Cries i 


6 - 
fore very Being Re the Priovity © 
gf Voices being eſſential to N e 
enfecing that in the 1ſ½f Vote it carried from 22 tc 
4% in the which they all unanimouſly did vote, 
itk nd if any Iniquity, it muſt have been in the” 
relſfirſt Vote, for the ſecond was only an Execu- 
ot lion of the firſt, and if ſo be that it does affect 
"hc whole of the Teſtimony, as they ſay, How 
ingflhen'could they refer it to a Vote? Many & ' 
hatſher Things might be added for Reaſons ; 
t nuch as its being founded on Falſehood, their 
efuſing to conſtitute on their former Footing 
ad Adjournments of Presbytery. But theſe 
Re. Things being to far better Purpoſe done b 
ab, the Rev. Meſſ. Fames Fohnſton and il. 
uk. m Hutton, we ſhall not inſiſt further on 
n&heſe Points but refer the Reader to the fore- 
Ffnentioned, and to the Rev. Mr. Ralph Er- 
iti tines Obſervations upon the Proceedings of 
the pretended Synod. > 
ade] NexT, We proceed to give a brief Account 
octÞdfthe chief Parts of our Profeſſicu, becauſe that 
nonpur Brethren would make the World believe 
hat we have given up with all. And iirſt we 
rt y profeſs one God, of whom and through whom 
ap. re all Things; a Trinity of Perſons in the 
did God head, the ſame in Subſtance equal in Power 
he) nd Glory; and that the ſecond Perſon of the 
im;adorable Trinity in the Fulneſs of Time, be- 
em came Man, took our Nature into a perſonal 
rd; Union with his Divine Nature, ſuffered, roſe 
again, aſcended up into Heaven, and from 
Tu lchence will come to Judgment; and that we 
ook only for Remiſſion of Sins thro? his Me- 
an 8, for Acceptance thro' his Mediation, _ 


of Faith, Catechiſms Larger and Shorter; we 


that our Lord Jeſus as King and Head of his. 
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all we need in Time and for Eternity, upon 
the Footing of his Righteouſneſs to renounce f 


all we have, are, or can do in Point of Juſtifi- | 
cation, and be beholden to him for all; weff 
profeſs the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſt. fil 
ament jointly taken for the Word of God, and 

the alone ſufficient Rule of Faith and Manners, Fe 
the Standards of Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline 

and Government, contain'd in our Confeſſion 


adhere to the Covenants National and Solemn 
League, as far as our Sphere and Circum- 
ances of Time doth require; the Presbyterian 
Form of Church Government, by Seſſions, 
Presbyteries, Provincial and National Aſſem. 
blies, the Members thereof, Miniſters Elders 
of equal Voice; we proſeſs Adherence to the 
Teſtimony emitted by the Aſſociate Presbytery, 
and eſpous'd by the Synod in the End, Scope, 
and Deſign thereof, namely, as it is a Teſti 
mony againſt the Corruptions of Judicatories 
and Defections taken Place in this National 
Church, whither they be Defections in Doc- 
trine, Worſhip, Diſcipline or Government; 
we profeſs Chriſt as Mediator, as King and 
Head of his Church, and abhores all In- 
truſions made thereupon; Magiſtracy to be 
the Ordinance of God for our Good, and that 
he doth hold the Tenor and Derivation of his: 
Office from God Eſſentially conſidered, and 
Miniſters theirs from Chriſt as Mediator, and 
only accountable to the Magiſtrate as Subjects 
and Members of the Common-wealth ; and 


Church hath appointed Govemment therein, 


diſtin 


litint gem ibe eil 2 i in the Hande 
Church Officers, which they ought punct- ; 
ally to obſerve and follow; we profels De- 
teſtation againſt Popery, Prelacy, Arminian- 
iſm. Socinianiſm, irudinarianiſm, and all 
Jothers contrary to ſound Doctrine; we 5 
ſeſs Abhorrence at Schiſm in, or Separation from 
E Church ſound in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſci- 
pline and Government, managed according to | 
God's Word, and againſt receiving Acts of | 
mo $Synods and Councils for Rules of Faith and 
am. Practice, until once 2 by God's Word, and 
ian Hagainſt binding Antiſeriptural Terms of Com- 
ne munjon upon us. In a Word, we profeſs O. 
em. Ibedience to mer Duty pry commanded 
by Chriſt the Head, and Deteſtation at all 
forbidden or uncommanded Duty, and in ſo far 
as we fall ſhort, deſires to be humble before 
the Lord for it, and becauſe we cannot know 
40% our Errors, we deſire to beg that he will kee 
Ius back from all preſumptuous Sins, and thro? 
Grace never to do any Thing ſubverſive of 
or prejudicial to the fore-mentioned Presbyte- 
nian Government, &'c. | 
We ſhall only add a Word of Lamentation, 
O How lamentable is it to ſee God's Children 
divided againſt themſelves, and one Child to 
'* | caſt out another, while that they have not tranſ- 
. | greſſed any of their Fathers Commands, to ſee 
God's Ambaſſadors ſeparate from, while that 
they have not walked contrary to the Tradi- 
tions of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ! ls it not la- 
mentable to ſee the faithful Seryants and Mi- 
. | Piſters of Jeſus enrolled with Thieves and 
} Wolves, and Sago as ſuch, as are Devour- 
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Thorns: m_one-amother's Sides, to ſec. Gal 
ae us in Anger, 1 e ph. 
| of Food with __ nd G5 Bret . 
Sons f Je rom ang, 2 hug 701d, eftecm 
Sola wherein is no Pleaſure, 10 ſee 
that the Lord in his Kightecus ] udgraent 
kindlin Aa ire in ons Walls, and the Wmd 
of the Wrath of Men, making. the mag 
Jew to flee away; may the Lord pity for tl 
Thing: Oh ow are the 19 71 of Adven 
ries ſtrengthened, and they crying, 4 Ah! Ly 
Pay is come that we looked 2 Ahfw 
| haye bad it ſo, Ah! We ſaid it would be * 
How lamentable that ſach us Fae to „bi 
Things, ſhould give Occaſion to Enemies 10 
reproach our Teftimony, as a Teſtimony thit 
cannot admit of Prayer and Conference, g 
Teſtimony. that doth . the True Religion 
and adopts Popiſh Principles; Alas forit ! Thy 
a _neceſlary Teſlimony ſhould be ſo idolized 
sit muſt be made = Touch. Stone of all 
Camroverſics.of Faith and Practice, the Word 
of God made ſubordinate to the Teſtimony, 
of the Day, in ſo far as that they bring Mat- 
ters to the one and refuſe the other; for when 
that We do-aſk a divine Precept ſor ſuch things, 
pay Cry. out that we have dropt rhe whole of 
the Teflimony, Blas! Did ever rational Men 
eſgouſe ſuch a Teſtimony, as would not allow 
the Scripture of Truth to he ſupreme and uni- 
verſal? Judge the Teſtimpny 7 the Day to 
6 the 155 of the Word, and net the Word to the 
Teftamony, may the Lord ſeę ont 
Nen 4 beal honed . mA 


i 
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J up fig with the Cords of Love abd Truck, I 
| and that he would heal. our Breach that is wide 
the Sea, and turn all Ranks of Men unto 
M himſelf, o that as there i but one Shepherd 
* there may be one Sheepfold; may. he make 
Ns Unim and Thummim dwell with the 
Sons of Lavi, and our Watchmen to fee Eye 
ie Lye; and make our Judges Peace, and 
ear Exactors Righteouſneſs; may the Lord 
gie his Judgments to the King, and his Righ- 
teduſueſs to the King's Son, and make Peace 
and Truth the Stability of our Time: May the 
Lord gather into one the Outcaſts of Jſrael un- 
der Chriſt the Head, direct the true Aſſociate 
Synod to ſuitable Means and Methods for the 
"lame, and give his People to take. with Re- 
'F proaches, and eſteem them as great Riches 
ber Chriſt's Sake; and grant us that Grace of 
Patience, while that our Characters is rent and 


— 


"1 | torn in Pieces, and while tryſted with cruel 
Imocking, and no: from Enemies only, but 
from Brethren, and thro? his Grace enabling 

us from the Heart to foregive them and to pray 

"for them; who thruſting. with Side arid Shoul- 

der, yea looking on all with a frowning Coun- 

tenance that cannot ſee Eye to Eye with them, 

„Inet ſparing to tear every ones Character that 

m their Sentiments differ from them, and to 

doubt of their Intereſt in Chriſt, yea; in Effect 

to look: on them as if they were of another 

Make, Frame: Bot as we do believe a Reſur⸗- 

retion of Bodies, ſo allo of Names and Cha- 

tacters, and we defire to view all this as the 
ulfilling of Chriſt's Word, John xvi: 4. and 
.thes perillous Times af the-lafd Days, 2 Tith; 


. 
2 


the Diſcipline of the Church; and ſhedding the 
Blood of the Offices of their Fathers and Bre. 
thren, we pray God that they may ſee the 
evil of it, As for us, we ſay, Peace be unto 
them, Peace be to their Houſes, Peace be 
unto-all that they have, yet in the Matter e 
the Controverſy, we ſay with Jacob, Gen, 
xXIIx. 6. in the Matter of &meon and Levi: 0 
my Hul, come not thou into their Secret: Un- 
to their Aſſembly, mine Honour, be not thou 
united unto their Separation, unto their Con- 
ſtitution, unto their Proceedings and Cenſures, 
their Pride and Prejudice may we ſay, untotheir 
healing Medecines, which are theſe, either go 
ſtraight or be cut off, for ifaConverſation by Pray: 
er and Conference with their Brethren, even ex 
trajudicially thro? God's Bleſſing ſhould have 
proved a healing Medicine, yet could it not be 
obrain'd, but rather a mocking Anſwer by way 
of Jeſt by them, having puſhed the diſeaſed 
with Side and Shoulder; with Force and Cru- 
elty have they ruled, Ezek. xxxiv. 4. hav 
ing rendered no divine Precept of perpetual 
and univerſal Obligation for their Procedures 
nor unprecedented Separation; mean while 
we intend not a pleading for, nor yet a per- 
ſiting in ſwearing of that religious Clauſe in 
ſome Burgeſs-Oaths, but we ſay that it nevet 
was any Part of the Church of Scotland's Te. 
ſtimony, neither of the Aſſociate rYresbyrtertes 
Teſtimony; the True Religion and preſent 
Profefſion is indeed ſquized by them, but few 
Words of renouncing of Popery: But we 
' plead againſt their Separation, their 1 


637 


their condemning of the Profeſſion of the Na- 
tional Church, and depoſing of their Brethren, 
and refuſing their Sentences to be try'd before 


and Chriſtian Communion, and for caſting out of 
olf their Communion ſuch as have offered to ſub- 
en. mit to any Thing, for which they could give 
a moral Precept from the Word of God. But 
ö uy the Lord according as he hath tiled him- 
elf, 
Iſrael into one, haſten the happy Time, that 
as there is but one Shepherd, ſo there may 
be but one Sheepfold, and the gathering of 
the People may be unto the great Hilob: We 
deſire the Prayers of all Societies of this Kind 
3 all Fearefs of God's Name both great and 
imall, 
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that they be received as Terms of Miniſterial | 


The Gatherer together the Outcafts of 8 


Ge riogs * 2 Mader — Abe 
\ Community of "Medi, ER 


| T* is 2 Day of Trouble and Rebuke and dach 
my: a Dey of Reeling: and Confuſon; a Day of 
Str ia and Envy; a Day of fattening and renting of Chriſt's 
Flock, but may he who doth ee duperſed of 1frad 


Pe pity theſe Circumſtan CES. 
e kno not what it is that doth make out Brethren 


harp ſo much on the Omiſſions of the- Revolutich as if wo 
wore for approv ing or homolngating it in the grell. ot yet 
were, approving of its A, hile. yet we only. have ce 
ben, no Ground to make the 32 Ground o | Sept; 7 
11 on. al 
But ſinee they ste for razing 6h e ae of ity Þ a1 
then we mult be allowed to ask the following/ Queſtions I q 
* Information, and but a ſem of many. ſhall be asked- U 
.) If the Revolution hath always even in her Con Ir 
tation and Profeſſion been Eraſtian folding the King A 
not Chriſt for her Head and Husband, Then whether or not 
can her Children that have been born in her, who have i} 
lived and died in Communion with her, and who never BC 
acknowledged the King for 15 . d Husband, and Ir. 
whom that Husband never acknowledge Tie, his Spouſe, be S 
accounted the lawful Children of that bleſſed Husband Noi 
Chriſt, or rather to be accounted all Baſtards and not the 
true Children of Zim ? if 
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4 Queſt. (2.) What Part Page or Paragraph of our Teſti p! 
UW mony is it, that does (tate a Quarrel with the National Pro» J 
BY feſhon of Religion ? ſp 
1 | Queſt. (3.) Can any Thing be juſtly charged upon 2 flo 
F: Church as a Part of her Profeſſion which is not to be found 
it either explicitely or implicitely in her authorized Stand- Io 
1 ards, for any, Article of her Faith ? ; tc 
«85 Queſt. (4) If Patronages and Porteus AQ and the like Ig 

[ 


- — N 
Wu AE 


be the Profeſhon of the National Church, Then what are 
her Corruptians ? - 

Queſt. (5.) Will God's Word warrant a ſtriking at or 
2 of the Foundation and an abſolute total Sepata- 
tion 
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part of Ghriſt's 


's viſible iny tical Bor? 
elt. (G.) If according 10 the ne Confliturion 
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a Teftimony againſt the fundarhental Laws, 'Conftitetion 

Jud Profeion of a Church does not amount 20 à xothl 88. 
palgtion, What then vemains to effect !: 

> Reef; (J.) Will the Law nd Teſtimohy of God wars 


rant the Excommunication of Minifters'@ Chriſtiatis again 


whom it is not made out that they are walking contrary 
to the Tradition of Chrift or his Prophets or Apoſtles nor 


yet denying any divine Truth, or preaching and practifing 


contrary to any Article. of Faith in our Standards founded. 


on the Word of God 2: — 
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Oueſt. (B.) Whither or not ought or can any be juſtly 


condemned as contumacious for reſuſing to atiſwer the Ci- 


tation of theſe whoa he carmot in Conſcience acknowledge 


and to whom he was never Subject, yea whoſe Conſtitq ion 
and Proceedings he knows to be null and void, and conſe- 
quentiy never owned to be a Church or any lawfyi Court 


thereof, but on the contrary is in Subjection to and in Com- 


munion with theſe whom he can acknowledge to be the 


Church of Chriſt. | 

Queſt. (9.) If ſuch an one may be juſtly condemned, 
then Whether or not could it be the Duty of the National 
Church to have cited and condemned all the ſeveral Secta- 
rians in the three Kingdoms, or at leſt in this Realm of 
Scotland, aſter the Example of Rome Anticbriſtians, for all 
or the moſt Part were once in Communion with her ? 

Queſt. (10.) How can one be charged in Juſtice with 
dropping a Teſtimony for the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſci- 
pline and Government of a Church, while in the mean 
Time no particular Article is laid to his Charge either re- 
ſpecting Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline or Government 
of the Church that he does rejedt ? 

Queſt. (11.)-1f an Oath be to be taken in the plain and 


* obvious Meaning of the Words, then is not he that ſwears 


to maintain the True Religion bound to reſiſt every Reli- 
gion that is falſe, and cannot abide the Tquch-ſtone of the 
Scripture ? . 

Queſt. (12.) Whether does the Swearer of that Oath 
ſwear to the Matter of the Profeſſion and the ——_ pro 


